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As of April 1st, Katsumi Kato will become the new President and Chief Operating Officer (COO) of ASICS 

Europe B.V. 

 

Katsumi Kato will succeed Koji Hieda, who has spent the last three and a half years developing a 

successful program to strengthen the European organization. During this period, ASICS has seen a 

strong increase in sales and profit figures. 

 

From 1981-2003, Mr. Kato fulfilled various key functions in sales, product and marketing teams at ASICS 

Corporation Japan. In 2004, Mr. Kato became Director of ASICS’ SportStyle division at ASICS Europe B.V. In 

2006, he was appointed Executive Vice-President and was responsible for product, marketing and the European 

Design Centre. 

 

During the coming years, Mr. Kato will further strengthen the European organization and the respective national 

sales companies in order to fully exploit the growth potential of the brands ASICS and Onitsuka Tiger in Europe. 

 

Mr. Hieda will return to ASICS Corporation Japan as Senior General Manager of Western Japan Sales & Head of 

the Kansai Branch. 

 

As of November 2007, Michael Price has taken on the role of Marketing Director of ASICS Europe B.V. Mr. Price 

previously worked as Marketing Director of Reebok UK, Ireland, Holland and Belgium. 

 

As per January 2008, Marek Szostek has been hired as General Manager for ASICS Polska Sp.zo.o to set up 

the ASICS subsidiary in Poland.   
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